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Lockdown and Locked out...
In the last newsletter I made comment about the minimal number of miles I’ve travelled over the last few
months. Sadly, that has one downside - the infrequent
use of the car meant that my dash cam drained the
battery. I popped into the garage a couple of days ago
thinking that I would check the tyre pressures fluids
on the car - pressed the unlock button on the remote.
Nothing; no unlock, no ‘welcome home headlights’.
Like, most modern vehicles it has a hidden lock under
a plastic cap on the driver’s door, so I popped the cap
off and put the key in. Success I was into the car.
Next stop, open the bonnet. Easy you might think,
just pull the bonnet release cable. However, the
bonnet release is on the passenger side of the car and
designed to only be pulled with the passenger door
open. Now we hit a problem.... no central locking (as
the battery is flat) and the doors are all deadlocked
(apart from the drivers door), so can’t be opened from
the inside.
My first plan was to modify a cigarette lighter
charging cable and use it be able to supply enough
power back into the car to power the central locking
which would allow me to unlock the passenger. I retreated to the kitchen and modified an old Pocket PC
charge cable, and left in place a 2amp fuse. Nice idea
in theory, but the fuse was no match for the greedy
car, which saw its opportunity to gobble in loads of
power and promptly blew the fuse. Checking the
owner’s handbook, I determined the cigarette socket was fused at 20amps. A quick modification, and a
10amp fuse was fitted - the fuses in the car are only
accessible once the passenger door is open, so I didn’t
want to blow that one! This time more power fed
back to the car, enough to encourage the alarm to go
off, but I think the main battery was so flat anything
fed to it was lost. In essence I was still stuck.
Back to the drawing board, or in this modern era,

google and a couple of car forums. First thing, I
wasn’t the first person to have this issue. A couple of
options were offered: crawl under the car, remove the
under-engine tray and attach 12v to the starter motor
connections (on the solenoid side), the cigarette option
(which I’d tried and failed with), or to pull and twist
the bonnet release handle into the car whilst missing
the door panel and integrated speaker.
I tried the latter option, and on my 2nd attempt (after
fearing that something would break), success occurred... with the satisfying bonnet release twang.
Surely time to be on the home straight? I attach my
“smart” battery charger, but it refuses to charge as the
battery is too flat.

Car Battery tester..... to reveal the goosd or bad news!

Plan B (or is it J by now?), I attach a spare (old) car
battery with jump leads to the car and then attach an
old battery charger which is probably little more than
a transformer and a regulator in a box. This happily supplies 4amps between both batteries for a few
hours. Eventually I’m able to disconnect the jumper
battery and can now charge with my smart charger.
24 hours of charging later and I was able to start the
car. Phew, saved myself having to buy a replacement
battery - at the rather expensive price of ~£450. My
first car cost approximately double that that. Motoring may have advanced over the years, but it appears
there has be a cost to all these creature comforts
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(electric/heated seats, mirrors, cameras, radar, etc) and
environmental features (such as Stop/Start), which is
the primary cause of my excessive battery price.
Needless to say that after that debarkable, I’ll be
fitting a power monitor device which is designed to either turn off the dash cam after a pre-defined number
of minutes, or when it detects that the battery voltage
has dropped beneath a certain level. Up to now, I have
relied on my frequent use of the car to avoid such
battery drain issues!
Stay Alert, Contol Lives, Save Lives
Matt Ames
Newsletter Editor

From the IAM RoadSmart Press Room
IAM RoadSmart Coronavirus (COVID-19) update
We’re pleased to announce our on-road training is
resuming, in line with national and devolved administration advice.
Advanced Driver coaching resumed in England on
Monday 20 July and will start again in Wales from
Monday 10 August. Advanced Driver coaching remains suspended in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
Our bike groups nationwide have already returned to
on-road Advanced Rider observing. All arrangements
are subject to availability and local restrictions that
may be put in place. Clear guidelines are in place for
the delivery of all our services and personal safety
remains our top priority.

Introducing our new Chief Observer
Due to a change in my personal circumstances Andy
Temple has agreed to take on the role of Chief Observer with immediate effect. Andy has been a National Observer for many years as well as being an ADI
and with his many years of experience is an excellent
group asset.
IAM Head office has now released guidelines for re
commencing observed drives subject to all involved
being happy with the arrangements which would
involve the wearing of personal protective equipment.
Having discussed the risks with some of our observers, the decision has been taken to delay recommencement of associate coaching until August 24th (taking
a more conservative approach than IAM recommendations). We will then take a view on the ‘R’ rate for
our area. Should this still be reducing, we will then
have discussions with our associates with a view to re
commencement of activities. We would encourage all
associates to use this time to revise their handbook,
highway code and any run sheets that they have.
Ian Lingwood
Chairman

Revealed: The UKs most dangerous roads
The A35 in Dorset has been named Britain’s most
dangerous road. This follows a Freedom of Information (FOI) request sent to the country’s regional
police forces.

A total of 1,837 traffic collisions took place in Dorset
last year, 594 of which were on the A35. The road
actually starts in Devon, at the junction with the A30
in Honiton, and finishes in Southampton, Hampshire.
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The top 15 most dangerous counties/roads (based on
responses):
Other dangerous roads in Dorset include the A354
(184 collisions), the A3049 (178), the A31 (155) and
1. Dorset (A35, A354, A3049) – 1,837 collisions
the A350 (135). Dorset is one of only a few counties
in England without a motorway.
2. Nottinghamshire (Mansfield Road, A60, A1) –
1,771 collisions
3. Cumbria (A595, M6, A590) – 633 collisions
4. Lincolnshire (A52, A16, A15) – 625 collisions
5. Cheshire (M6, M58, A49) – 434 collisions
6. Avon & Somerset (A4174; M5, J19-20; M5, J20-19)
– 369 collisions
The top of the Ridgeway (A354)

Nottinghamshire is the second most dangerous county in which to drive, with the Carwow FOI revealing
a total of 1,772 collisions in 2019. Cumbria, Lincolnshire and Cheshire complete the ‘top’ five. It’s worth
noting that only 15 police forces responded to the
request.
Vix Leyton, a motoring expert at Carwow, said:
“Whilst the roads are much quieter than usual right
now, it is still important to remain vigilant and drive
carefully on those essential journeys.
“Looking ahead, by the time lockdown is lifted, many
drivers will have gone weeks without driving on busy
motorways or A-roads, and should try to gradually
ease themselves back into a ‘motorists mindset’ before
setting out on long journeys and routes once life in
the UK returns to normal.
“No matter how confident a driver you are, you cannot
account for other road users and it is vital to always
concentrate, and not allow yourself to slip into autopilot.”

7. Gloucestershire (A40, A38, A417) – 367 collisions
8. Staffordshire (A500, A38 Clay Mills, A38 Fradley
Lane) – 357 collisions
9. Warwickshire (A46, A452, A444) – 335 collisions
10. Greater London (Haringey, High Road; Ealing,
Western Avenue; Enfield, Great Cambridge Road) –
298 collisions
11. North Wales (A548, A55, A5) – 289 collisions
12. City of London (Bishopsgate, Victoria Embankment, Lower/Upper Thames Street, London Wall/
Wormwood Street – 219 collisions
13. Cleveland (A19, A66, A174) – 207 collisions
14. Hertfordshire (M1, A1, M25, Hertsmere Borough) – 157 collisions
15. Bedfordshire (A505, M1, Luton, A5141) – 150
collisions
https://www.motoringresearch.com/car-news/uk-most-dangerous-roads/
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From the IAM RoadSmart Press Room
Stuart Donald and Jeff Willcocks step up to become vice chairs for IAM RoadSmart
Two trustees for the UK’s biggest independent road
safety charity, IAM RoadSmart, have stepped up to
become new vice chairs.
Retired senior police leader Stuart Donald, from the
north east of England, and Jeff Willcocks, an experienced finance and organisational performance leader
from Hertfordshire, have been appointed as vice chairs
in support of Chairman, Derek McMullan, and Interim Chief Executive Officer, Tony Greenidge.
Both Stuart and Jeff will be using their wealth of
knowledge and experience to help the organisation
make UK roads even safer.
Derek McMullan, said: “In this time of unprecedented
challenge I’m delighted to welcome two of my fellow trustees to the role of vice chair. Jeff Willcocks
brings very well-rounded business management skills
and Stuart Donald has high-level command experience of the application of new technology to roads
usage.”

Stuart Donald QPM brings with him 30 years of
policing experience at Humberside Police, having retired in 2015 as an Assistant Chief Constable. He has
experience in traffic policing and was a Class 1 police
advanced driver. Since 2015 he has provided specialist
policing consultancy including police leadership and
community policing training, and between 2016 and
2019 he operated as a traffic policing expert in the
Middle East.
Jeff Willcocks is currently Group Finance Director
and Deputy CEO of The Professional Monitor Company. He brings more than 20 years’ experience of
managing and improving organisational performance.
For 12 years Jeff was the CEO for Trend Machinery,
a UK woodworking tooling business based in the UK.
He holds an MBA with Distinction from Surrey University and is a member of the Chartered Institute of
Certified Accountants. He has recently completed with
Cambridge University a course in Sustainability Management, which is an area of personal interest for him.
IAM RoadSmart’s other trustees are: Dr Gina Bromage, Dr Catherine Lloyd, Elizabeth Coyle-Camp, Nick
Lomas, John Jenkins, Nick Stein.

Commenting on his appointment, Stuart Donald said:
“As a former police officer I know only too well the
human cost of death and injury on our roads. Gaining a vehicle licence is the start of a journey, not the
end. I look forward to supporting the growth of our
advanced driver and rider training courses which provide drivers with life-saving additional skills that will
make our roads safer for all.”
Jeff Willcocks said: “IAM RoadSmart’s advanced
driver and rider coaching and the modules and assessments we offer all road users have never been more
relevant than they are today. I look forward to using
my knowledge and experience to help make UK roads
even safer.”
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